LECTURE IV,

ON THE PRINCIPLE OF COMMON SENSE AS A
PHILOSOPHICAL TENDENCY.

IN the three preceding Lectures we have discussed,
at some length, three of the principal philosophi-
cal tendencies of the present day. There was, first,
the widely spread tendency to depend entirely
upon the information derived from the senses;
there was, secondly, the tendency to fall back upon
the individual reason, and thus to render all philo-
sophy purely subjective both as to its processes and
its certainty. In the last Lecture we came to the
discussion of the objective principle in philosophy,
that, namely, which altogether denies the validity of
the human reason in the struggle for truth, and
points us to those outward intimations of a higher
authority which we have in documentary and
popular tradition.

These three modes of viewing the principles of
human knowledge we have termed philqppphical
tendencies. It would not be, strictly speaking